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	WEST SOMERSET RIDING CLUB NEWSLETTER 
July 2009 

	Chairman – Sue Rose
susan_rose@btconnect.com
Treasurer – Anne Hand

annehand@tiscali.co.uk
Secretary – Maggie Robertson

robertsonm@ranmorecommon.demon.co.uk 
	 *** URGENT NEWS ***

The Club’s Website

The club’s website is temporarily out of action due to a virus and ‘Google’ has issued a warning message against it, so please do not attempt to use it.

A NEW website will be launched soon and when it is up and running an email will be sent to all members.

If you have any photos for the new website then please contact Anne Hand



	W.S.R.C. COMPETITION

W.S.R.C needs a new logo and how better to choose than its Members

The Competition is to design a new logo for the WSRC letterhead and website.

The competition is open to all ages to win a great equestrian prize and to have your logo representing the W.S.R.C

Logo has to be an original design and submitted to Denise Latreille at glazydo@btinternet.com

or by post to Exford Post Office, Park Street, Exford, Somerset, TA24 7PP

Entries no later than 1st October, 2009

The winner will be announced at the A.G.M.

GOOD LUCK!
 
	VERSATILE TREC
HORSE or PONY

Sunday 13th September

at Burrow Farm, Wootton Courtenay

This is TREC with a difference. Riders will be required to ride an obedience test in an arena, (no not dressage) as well as attempt 10 obstacles and a shortened control of paces course. There is also an option of riding a 10 -12km orienteering course as a training ride.

If you ever fancied trying TREC obstacles then come and have a go. 

For a schedule and further details please contact Maggie Robertson Tel: 01643 841833 or 

email robertsonm@ranmorecommon.demon.co.uk
*** If anyone would be willing to judge in the morning (no experience necessary) please contact Maggie ***

	Fun Ride on Sunday 26th July
 

This is an opportunity for riders to explore the beautiful West Somerset Vale Hunt countryside and West Somerset coastline whilst at the same time experiencing views of the Quantock Hills.
 
Starting  between 10.00 – 1.00pm from Colepool Farm, Stogursey distance approx 12 miles over grassy headlands .

Entry on the day is £15 Adults and £10 for under 16's.  For more info on the fun ride please call Debbie Salvidge on 01278 741578.

	Brompton Regis Show & Gymkhana Saturday 15th August 

The Cricket Ground, Renford Knap, Brompton Regis, Somerset
Horse Show Organiser: Serena Foster, Telephone 07966 303217 e-mail: sidney81@hotmail.co.uk
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The Phoenix Ride

SUNDAY  2nd August 2009

Opening date for All: Monday 8th June 2009

Closing date Pleasure Riders only: Monday 27th July 2009
at

TREBOROUGH XC COURSE 

BRENDON HILLS
 courtesy of Mr & Mrs M Weatherlake

The classes of interest to RC members are:
 
Class 5: 34km Competitive Ride (approx 20 miles)
Class 6: 34km Pleasure Ride (approx 20 miles)
Class 7: 18km Pleasure Ride (approx 11 miles)
 
Classes 6 & 7 are in aid of the Dorset & Somerset Air Ambulance.
 
Class 5 involves a full vetting at the start and end, where the horse is graded (1, 2, 3 or 4) depending on the speed achieved and the pulse of the horse 30 minutes after completion.  Obviously this is a measure of the fitness of the horse.  Class 5 serves as an introduction to endurance riding for non-members.
 
Classes 5 & 6 use the same route south of Treborough Common, down to Wimbleball Lake.  A good proportion of this route is over private land.

The entry fee for Pleasure Rides for members of Endurance GB is £15, whereas non-Members must pay the Temporary Day Membership rate of £20.

 
Please see the website for entry form and further details. If any  member has further questions, then please phone 01398 332089 or email enquiries@phoenix.endurancegb.co.uk
 We are very keen to encourage as many people to try endurance – and indeed to help to raise some money for the Dorset & Somerset Air Ambulance. 

John and Jane Hudson.
www.phoenix.endurancegb.co.uk
	Area 12 ODE Sunday 28th June

Fence Judging at Pontispool

It was never boring!

The briefing was at 8.45am on the Sunday morning. It was not easy to take it all in; whistles, rules, stopwatches, radios, pencils, maps and scorecards. What have we volunteered for! I have fence judged before, but my daughter Beth was looking worried. Last loo stops before taking off in the car to find our fence.

The rest of the morning was just lovely. A chance to sit in the sun and watch wonderful horses and slightly scared but determined women (only 2 men!) who were just about in control! The sun shone, we drank tea and had a Pontispool packed lunch.

Our fence was a brush topped fence, which I thought would cause few problems as it was out in the open; but there was excitement. We shouted “first refusal” many times but luckily did not have to eliminate anyone at our fence. In the second class we saw a lovely bay approach at a trot. Beth blew her whistle and said” he does not look keen” and she was right “first refusal” and then a real stop and the rider jumped the fence without her horse! The lady was very sensible and decided it was safer not to go on and I had to agree. From then on I could feel Beth jumping the fence with every rider!

Later on a horse approached our jump at a gallop, not straight, but with his shoulder falling out. The rider managed to clear our fence but she fell at the next, which was a log up on to a bank. The young girl lay still in front of the jump; quiet and still which is always a worry. Then the next horse was approaching our jump so we had to stop the course…flags at the ready. We timed the stop for the next rider and the ambulance arrived. Luckily the rider was fine and the course was only stopped for five minutes. It was an eventful morning … as I said never boring!

We look forward to next year.

Jo and Beth Giblett

(Many thanks to Jo and Beth for giving up their time to judge on behalf of the club)



	DRESSAGE TEAM MANAGER
Catherine Freeman

EMAIL freemanjd@tiscali.co.uk
TELEPHONE
01398 371416

	Western Somerset Region
Dressage Championship 2009
Eight Riding Clubs in Somerset will be running qualifiers at their dressage shows in 2009 for the final which will be held at Stockland Lovell Manor, Bridgwater on Sunday 11th October 2009. The clubs are Taunton, Exeter, Witheridge, Polden & Bridgwater, West Somerset, Quantock, Sid & Otter Valley and Blackdown Hills The series has Prelim and Novice sections.

Well done to Gwenda Bassett, Lizzie Little and Lucy Copin who qualified for the Championship at the Combined Training on 27th June. 
For further details please contact Maggie Robertson Tel: 01643 841833 or email robertsonm@ranmorecommon.demon.co.uk 


	West Somerset Riding Club Accumulator 2009

Rider

Horse

Cannington Dressage

Indoor TREC

Eventers Challenge

Dressage, SJ, CT 20/5

Dressage, SJ, CT 27/6

Points

Gwenda Bassett

Jester

21

9

6

3

39

Sarah Thresher

Tiger Lily

5

9

7

10

31

Nicola Moon

Derry

9

7

16

Charlotte Thomas

Doughty

13

13

Anne Hand

Bugsy

11

11

Jo Giblett

Fireman

7

4

11

Charlotte Fricker

Madjihn

4

6

10

Lucy Copin

Woodley

9

9

Cindy Cowling

Rosetta

8

8

Irene Farmer

Caprico

7

7

Sarah Osborne

Merlin

7

7

Esther Freeman 

Raz

3

3

6

Lizzie Little

Soldier

6

6

Gwenda Bassett

Bear

2

4

6

Mel Julian

Slee

5

5

Gemma Heymer

Archie

5

5

Lorna White 

Kitty

4

4

Anna Weatherlake

Treacle

3

3

Gwenda Bassett

Eskimo

3

3

Zoe Holroyd

Sorrel

2

2

Louise White

Manni

2

2

Rexy White

Paddy

2

2

More details from Anne Hand 01984 641302 or annehand@tiscali.co.uk

Lots more opportunities for points over the summer so come out and claim them



	Flat Work and Show Jumping Training
 at Little Oak, Timberscombe
 Saturday 8th August at 10am onwards
 

This will be one to one sessions with Julie Langrish at a special rate of £13 for half an hour for her, plus the cost of the school (TBC contact Sue).  The jumping will be in pairs for 45 minute sessions at the cost of £10 each for Julie (again hire of paddock and jumps TBC)
 

PLEASE NOTE that these sessions are outdoors and on grass.  You are advised for jumping on grass, which can be very slippery, that you should for you and your horses safety have studs fitted.  For advice on this speak to your farrier. Please contact Sue Rose on 01643 841411 or 841452 or e-mail on susan_rose@btconnect.com let me have your requirements and expectations.

Ride a Dressage Test then discuss with the Judge

Sunday Afternoon 9th August at Wanneroo Farm, Timberscombe

Riders choose from either Prelim 13 or Novice 32. The cost is £13.00 per test. Numbers will be limited and if entries are low then members may take the opportunity to ride two tests. Entries should be received by Wednesday 5th August with the correct entry fee. Members should telephone for their times on the Friday before between 8 and 9 pm or an email can be sent if address supplied. 

Riders will ride their test, then have approximately 10 – 15 minutes with the Judge and then re-ride the test. Both tests will be marked. This is not a competition, but purely a training exercise. 

  If competitors want a copy of the test then they should send a SAE +50pence with their entry form to 

Nicola Moon, 3 Church Street, Timberscombe, TA24 7TP.

 e-mail: nmoon00@aol.com Telephone 01643 841414

British Riding Clubs and BHS Welfare announce 

Equest and Equest Paramox Equine Welfare Conference

The conference will be held at Hartpury College, Gloucestershire on Saturday 31 October 2009. Tickets are priced at £5. Registration will take place from 9.30am and the Conference itself begins at 10am with a welcome from BRC Training Sub-Committee Chairman Donald Kear. The day will be educational, designed to give delegates up-to-date information on the latest aspects of horse care and welfare in today’s economic climate.

Speakers already confirmed are Professor Derek Knottenbelt, who will talk about responsible breeding, and Clive Meers Rainger, who is a member of the Farriers Registration Council who will discuss basic hoof care and the balance of the foot. 

Other guest speakers include: 

· Kate Jones from NAF discussing how to feed a horse on a budget

· Stephen Potter of Lawrence J Potter Abattoir on the topic of equine euthanasia

· Lee Hackett, Senior Executive of the BHS Welfare Department, talking about loaning and sharing horses

· Oliver Davis from Fort Dodge

For further information and tickets, please contact: Chantal Van Den Broek, The British Horse Society, 01926 707856 or brctraining@bhs.org.uk 



	British Riding Clubs National Equine Forum
This will be held at Hartpury College on Sunday 22 November.

William and Pippa Funnell will be holding a lecture demo using BRC members as guinea pig riders. Other demonstrations will include Horses Inside Out with Gillian Higgins and thre will be a number of practical sessions throughout the day. Entry to the forum costs £10.00. Further details to follow. 
GEORGIAN ARABIANS
 

Showcase/Open Day
 

Sunday 9th August 2009 @ 12.45
 

Tickets are £15 which includes Lunch (at 1pm) and Tea.  

The presentation starts after lunch at 2pm
 

For more information contact Sue Rose 01643 841411 or 

e-mail susan_rose@btconnect.com 
 

Tickets are limited and are available on a first come first served basis only

Mounted Treasure Hunt 16th August  – Competition Details

Competitors will be started from the venue at Court Farm in Exford (grid ref. 857380) in pairs (please state on the entry form who you wish to ride with, otherwise we will pair you up with someone) between 9.30 and 10.30 am, and will ride a (sparsely) marked route with clues to solve along the way.  

Points will be awarded for every correctly- solved clue. Please ensure that you bring a pen/pencil, and some means of carrying your question/answer sheet – eg. Bum-bag, map carrier, or pocket in jacket/fleece etc. There is a maximum riding time of 5 hours, with the target time being 3 hours or less.  A point will be deducted from your final score for each 15 minutes (or part) over the target time that you finish.  (Example – 3 hrs 01 min to 3 hrs 15 mins loses one point, etc.). Distance approx 15 miles. We recommend that you carry a mobile phone with you on the route, so that you can contact us if you run into difficulties.

A cream tea/coffee will be provided at the finish, with the distribution of the treasure at 3.30 pm (or sooner if everyone has finished early).

NB – it is not the organisers’ responsibility to arrange transport for any horse in the event of an emergency.

Venue telephone numbers for use during the event only:  07866 955876 or 07870 382209

Please send your completed entry form with a cheque for the correct amount to:

Barbara Wigley, The Old Forge, Luckwell Bridge. Wheddon Cross. Somerset.  TA24 7EG

Parking at Court Farm will be tight, so if you are able to hack to the venue, please do so.  People with lorries are advised to park in the village car park (Auction Field) and hack to the venue.

There are no ride details to be returned to you – so you don’t need to include an SAE with your entry, just turn up on the day.  However if there is a problem and you can’t make it on the day, please telephone and let us know as we may have paired someone with you, and they could end up with no-one to ride with.

NB Dogs may not accompany riders on the course. Closing date for entries is Thursday 9th August.

We hope to have photographs on view at the finish for you to purchase if you wish.








www.westsomersetridingclub.co.uk


